
Trees enhance the quality of life in every community—converting carbon dioxide to oxygen—keeping the air 
clean. However, diseased and/or weakened trees, along with trees planted and growing near power lines, 
can contribute to power outages when they come in contact with overhead electric lines.

National Grid’s goal is to ensure everyone’s safety and deliver reliable energy.

For information about our tree trimming programs, please select from the following:

Safety around trees and electric wires

Combat invasive tree-killing insects and help save the environment

National Grid’s routine tree trimming responsibilities and schedule

Homeowner tree trimming responsibilities

Identifying your electric service

Tree cleanup and wood disposal

Digging In? Please call Dig Safely 

Planting trees? Plan ahead and choose plantings wisely

Frequently asked questions

Choose a qualified contractor

This is an important notice. Please have it translated.

Questa è un'informazione importante, Si prega di
tradurla.

New England / 2009

What you should know about trees and your electric service.



Safety around trees and electric wires.
When you’re enjoying the outdoors, remember to play it safe and avoid dangerous overhead electric lines. 
Children and adults should not climb, play or work in trees that are near electric wires.

For safety reasons, always treat all wires as high-voltage wires, energized and dangerous to touch, whether 
such wires are covered or bare, on the pole or fallen to the ground.

Important Note: During or after any storm event, consider all downed wires to be energized and 
dangerous, including telephone, fiber optic and cable TV wires. They may be in contact with energized 
electric wires that are not within your view. To report downed electric wires, please call 1-800-465-1212.

Combat invasive tree-killing insects and help save the environment.
Look for and report these symptoms:
Asian Long-Horned Beetle – 3/8 inch round exit holes on the trunk and branches, sawdust and sap on 
and around the trees, round pits in the bark (egg niches), often on maple, horse chestnut, birch and willow trees.

To protect your property, only purchase firewood that has been harvested locally or heat treated for pests.

Massachusetts: If you think you have seen this beetle, we encourage you to submit a report and photos, or you
can call Pest Hotline at 617-626-1779 or go to www.massnrc.org/pests/albreport.aspx — images may be sent
directly to pestalert@massnrc.org

New Hampshire: To report, please contact Division of Planning Industry, NH Department of Agriculture, Markets &
Food, Post Office Box 2042, Concord, NH  03302-2042 telephone: 603-271-2561; email jweaver@agr.state.nh.us
or go to www.agriculture.nh.gov.

Rhode Island: Although no beetles have been reported, please contact www.dem.ri.gov.

https://www.nationalgridus.com/non_html/Bug _Infestation_2009.pdf


National Grid’s Routine tree trimming responsibilities and schedule.
To ensure safety and electric service reliability, National Grid schedules tree trimming in your area every
five to seven years adhering to the industry “best practices.”   

National Grid utilizes a technique called “directional pruning” in order to naturally “train” and direct growth
away from the wires. This method is a true benefit to the health of the tree as it reduces disease and
decay entry points. This pruning practice was developed in conjunction with the U.S. Forest Service and
is endorsed by the International Society of Arboriculture, the National Arbor Day Foundation and other
tree-care professionals around the world.

We only hire certified contractors to do this work.

Working efficiently as possible, we schedule trimming by geographic location. Unless there is a significant
tree hazard affecting the electric wires in your area, we do not perform tree trimming outside of our trimming
schedule.

National Grid’s trimming is limited to tree branches that affect electric wires only. We do not trim trees or
branches that affect individual customer service lines or phone and cable wires.

Before trimming, we attempt to notify customers by postcard, door hanger or a National Grid crew visit.

National Grid trims trees to maintain a minimum of 10-15 feet of clearance from our power lines.

The following illustrations provide examples of the proper directional pruning for shade and ornamental trees:

Side Pruning

Under Pruning

Through Pruning



As part of our tree trimming process, crews will chip the branches they remove from the trees in your yard. 
Wood pieces that cannot be chipped will be cut into manageable lengths and left near the base of the tree.

In areas that are natural and not actively groomed, wood/brush may be left to naturally decompose.

Often, customers need additional trimming beyond what National grid performs as part of our scheduled work.
National Grid does not trim branches or remove trees that affect individual customer service lines. (see Homeowner 
tree trimming responsibilities.)

The following areas are scheduled for tree trimming in 2009/2010:
The dark green areas in each map indicate where tree trimming will occur.
Bay State South (southern MA and northern RI) (to view Bay State South map)
Bay State West (western MA) (to view Bay State West map)
North Granite (northern MA and New Hampshire) (to view North Granite map)
Ocean State (RI and border streets in (to view Ocean State map)

Attleboro and Fall River) 

Homeowner tree trimming responsibilities.
Often customers need additional trimming and pruning beyond what National Grid performs. Working efficiently as possible,
we schedule trimming by geographic location. Unless there is a significant tree hazard affecting the electric wires in 
your area, we do not perform tree trimming outside of our trimming schedule. If additional pruning work beyond what
we provide in our scheduled maintenance program is desired, you may hire an electrically qualified tree contractor 
(see Choosing a Contractor) to complete that work at your own expense. We will work closely with you and your 
qualified contractor. 

We appreciate your cooperating during our routine maintenance work. Property owners are sometimes hesitant to
authorize tree trimming on their property. If a property owner does not permit us the ability to properly trim or remove
trees, the property owner may elect to sign a statement accepting responsibility and financial liability for any and all 
resulting damages and/or claims related to future electric service interruptions or damage caused by your tree(s).

Important Note: During or after any storm event, consider all downed wires to be energized and 
dangerous, including telephone, fiber optic and cable TV wires. They may be in contact with energized 
electric wires that are not within your view. To report downed electric wires, please call 1-800-465-1212.

https://www.nationalgridus.com/non_html/BayStateSouthRoads_Schedule_2009.pdf
https://www.nationalgridus.com/non_html/BayStateWestRoads_Schedule_2009.pdf
https://www.nationalgridus.com/non_html/NorthGraniteRoads_Schedule_2009.pdf
https://www.nationalgridus.com/non_html/OceanStateRoads_Schedule_2009.pdf
https://www.nationalgridus.com/non_html/OceanStateRoads_Schedule_2009.pdf
https://www.nationalgridus.com/non_html/NE_Ocean_BSS_Map_2009.pdf
https://www.nationalgridus.com/non_html/NE_Western_Map_2009.pdf
https://www.nationalgridus.com/non_html/NE_Salem_Northshsore_Merrimack_Map_2009.pdf
https://www.nationalgridus.com/non_html/NE_Ocean_BSS_Map_2009.pdf


Identifying your electric service.

How can you tell an electric line from a telephone or cable line?

Here are a few important items you should know:
High-voltage electric lines are always at or near the top of the pole.
These lines are usually found along neighborhood streets, but they may also be located in back yards or 
across open fields.
If more than one utility line (telephone or cable) is mounted on the same pole, the high-voltage electric lines 
are at the top of the pole.
A low-voltage electric line is located several feet below the high-voltage line.  
The low-voltage line attaches to your service weather head (a protective device is located where the line is 
connected to your residence.)
The diagram below should also help you to identify electric lines.

Important Note: During or after any storm event, consider all downed wires to be energized and dangerous, 
including telephone, fiber optic and cable TV wires. They may be in contact with energized electric wires 
that are not within your view. To report downed electric wires, please call 1-800-465-1212.



Tree cleanup and wood disposal.
As part of our routine tree trimming, crews will chip the branches they remove from trees in your yard. 
Wood pieces that cannot be chipped will be cut into manageable lengths and left near the base of the tree.  

In areas that are not actively groomed, wood/brush may be left to naturally decompose and provide shelter 
benefits for wildlife. Paths and drainage ditches within the work area will be kept clear.

Storm removal or cleanup
During a storm, our crews are focused on cutting and clearing trees from our lines to restore power as quickly 
and safely as possible. While we will remove broken utility poles, homeowners are responsible for removing all 
broken and/or damaged trees and limbs including those National Grid removes to expedite service restoration.

Important Note: During or after any storm event, consider all downed wires to be energized and dangerous, 
including telephone, fiber optic and cable TV wires. They may be in contact with energized electric wires 
that are not within your view. To report downed electric wires, please call 1-800-465-1212.

Digging In? Please call DigSafe®. 
Deciding where to plant a tree is serious business, because electric and gas utility lines may be underground 
and where you least expect them. Tall-growing trees planted near, or adjacent to, utility lines may present a 
future hazard and eventually will require removal.

If you’re planning any type of excavation project, call 1-888-DIGSAFE (344-7233) or 811—at least 48 hours in
advance in Rhode Island and 72 hours in advance for Massachusetts and New Hampshire before work begins
(excludes weekends and holidays). DigSafe® notifies us and other participating utilities, giving us time to mark our
underground wires, pipes or cables to prevent personal injury, property damage and service interruptions. To 
download a copy of DigSafe® state laws and rules, please go to www.digsafe.com.

Planting trees? Plan ahead and choose plantings wisely.
Please plant tall-growing away from utilities lines to protect you and your community. For information on 
electing the right tree and planting near power lines, see How to Avoid Tree and Utility Line Conflicts at 
www.nationalgridus.com/environment.

Important Note: Before planting, make sure to consider a tree’s full growth potential to see how the 
location of the tree will affect any overhead or underground utilities lines and rights-of-way.

We work closely with homeowners and their contractors to temporarily disconnect service for safe trimming 
or tree removal. Please call us at 1-800-322-3223 at least five days in advance of the work.



Frequently asked questions.
Will National Grid trim or remove trees that are near the service drop to my home?
National Grid is responsible for routine trimming around our high voltage wires to maintain reliable services to 
our customers.

Homeowners are responsible for trimming tree branches near the low voltage service drop to their individual home. 

Many customers choose to remove these trees to reduce the risk that their tree may damage their home or 
electric service.

National Grid is available to work closely with your contractor to make the area safe for tree trimming or tree
removal. In some cases, rubber sleeves can be placed over service wires. In other cases, it is necessary for us 
to temporarily disconnect your service lines from your home so that your contractor can safely trim or remove trees.

Your contractor damaged my property—who should I call?
Please call Customer Service at 1-800-322-3223 to report any damage.

National Grid did not trim around the wires that I was concerned about.
National Grid is responsible for trimming around high voltage electric wires. Our forestry professionals assess
each customers situation and will trim trees and branches that pose a risk to our high voltage electric wires. 
If a cycle trim for an area is scheduled, your trimming may occur at a later date. If the tree poses a risk to your
individual service drop, your telephone or cable wires, please understand that National Grid is not responsible 
for trimming those trees/branches.

National Grid disfigured my tree.
National Grid uses directional pruning in accordance with accepted national standards to prevent trees from 
coming into contact with high voltage wires. We apologize that while the tree's appearance is compromised, 
the procedure promotes tree health and is only conducted to preserve public safety and prevent power outages.

Choose a qualified contractor.
All tree work in the proximity of overhead electric facilities should be completed by individuals trained to recognize
the hazards of working near energized lines.

If you need tree work near overhead electric lines on your property, ask your contractor if his/her employees
receive such training. If not, National Grid can arrange the needed services, and may charge you and/or your
contractor for the service provided.

Tree removals and trimming near service lines to your property should be done by an electric-qualified tree 
contractor and who employs workers specifically trained to work within 10 feet of electrical hazards.

If hazards to your service are present or you are planning to trim or remove trees near high-voltage wires, 
you may request that National Grid disconnect your service entrance wire temporarily from your home for 
your contractor.

Please contact Customer Service at 1-800-322-3223 at least five days in advance of the work. A forestry 
department representative will visit your property to assess the potential for any safety hazards or outage risks.

CM4509 NE  9/09



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


